
       International Journal of Enhanced Research in Educational Development (IJERED)  

ISSN: 2320-8708, Vol. 6 Issue 5, Sep-Oct, 2018, Impact Factor 3.275 

Page | 36  

Feminism in Anita desai’s “Cry the Peacock” 
 

Gosia Farooq 
 

Research Scholar, J.S. University, Shikohabad, U.P 

 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

Feminism Liberation is utilized to portray a political, social or financial development to set up equivalent 

freedoms and lawful security for ladies. The paper examinations ladylike arousing in the expressions of 

Anita Desai. She shows the ones who is abused, smothered not really set in stone with their spatial presence. 

She attempts to investigate the mental condition of her ladies characters. In the novel, CRY, THE 

PEACOCK she addresses the topic of awareness and reasonableness of ladies in agreement with the men and 

their sufferings on their premise of passionate and actual constraint. By the job Maya, Anita conveys 

another part of women's activist distributing. Maya is an energetic youngster who encounters both the 

assumptions and the truth of her conjugal life which is looked by each lady on the planet. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Anita Desai was brought into the world in Mussourie on June 24, 1937. She went through the majority of her time 

on earth in New Delhi. She initially educated English when she went to Queen Mary's School at Delhi. Desai had 

her colligate schooling at Miranda house, Delhi University, where she took unhitched male's with distinction's with 

English Literature in 1957. 

 

She is the poineer of mental novel in current Indian English Literature. A portion of her popular books are Cry, The 

Peacock (1963), Voice In The City (1965), Bye-Bye Blackbird (1971), Where Shall We Go This Summer (1975), 

Fire on The Mountain (1977), Clear Light Of Day (1980), The Village by the Sea (1982), Baumgartner's Bombay 

(1989), Journey To Ithaca (1995) and Fasting, Feasting (2000). 

 

Anita is more engaged with portraying the psychological rather than the actual encounters of her characters. Female 

characters are more prevailing in her book. Anita's Cry, The Peacock externalizes the inside of Maya's mind. It is 

the series of episodes brought together by the person Maya. All her female characters-Maya, Monisha and Sita are 

fixated on the possibility of death. Anita Desai isn't keen on depicting ordinary, normal characters however 

exceptional and unconventional ones. 

 

Maya is the hero of the play Cry, The Peacock and she is oversensitive, singular and somewhere out in dreamland. 

She is distant from everyone else in a wide, wide world; for Anita Desai. Gautama's separation is portrayed 

conversely, with Maya's contribution. Her thin ingrown vision blinds her on the showdown between the two real 

factors inward and external. Her enduring is the result of her activities and will. Maya isn't a survivor of double-

dealing however falls a prey to her own bleak feelings of trepidation. 

 

Maya address the furthest points of female standards. She feels upset even following four years of marriage. Maya's 

relationship with her significant other, father, and sibling reflects prototype women's liberation. The wedded 

existence of Maya brings about break on the grounds that the two are irritably unique as well as gone against 

together. Maya is loaded with life and needs to appreciate life to the most extreme. As far as she might be 

concerned, sexual fulfillment is an absolute necessity and complete refusal of it makes her a survivor of mental 

issues. By and large anxiety is directed by dread, culpability, envy, animosity and their mind loses grasp of their 

own Central position. 

 

Marriage is simply a change rather than an association. It turns into an important bond in everybody's life, which 

has its establishment in comprehension among man and lady. Maya is passionate where as Gautama is normal. 

Maya was brought into the world in an Orthodox family and partook in her life in her folks house. Maya was little 

kid while Gautama was moderately aged legal counselor, she weds on her folks wish. Maya's life is organized 

between her dad's affection and her better half's adoration. Gautama is a prosperous and he was dependably 

occupied at his work thus he doesn't possess a lot of energy for his better half. However, Maya consistently aches 

for Gautama's affection and care. She observes trouble in her better half's home. Also later Maya makes a decision 

about her better half to her keenness and thinks that he is satisfactory and follows her own way. 
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Maya is childless thus she believes her pet canine Toto to be more than her kid. She communicates all her adoration, 

care, warm gestures to Toto. She invested a large portion of her energy and existence with Toto. Out of nowhere 

one day Toto passes on. On the passing of Toto she turned out to be profoundly delicate and discouraged. At the 

point when her better half gets back, he thinks that she is battling in her melancholy to beat the passing of Toto. So 

Gautama instructed of supporting her. Yet, as he is occupied at his work, he failed to remember the state of Maya 

and left segregated in her melancholy. There Maya anticipates that she husband should be with her and to comfort 

her. However, her assumptions are not satisfied. This turned into an incredible weight to her life. 

 

Conjugal strife is the reason for Maya's distance. She aches for the relationship of Gautama to be that of Rada and 

Krishna. Yet, Gautama isn't to her expectation. At last her relationship appears to her as an unbelievable apparition 

and she thinks of her as relationship with Gautama as a relationship with death. 

 

The demise of Toto begins a chain of memory and dream. Maya's demise is distracted by the pale skinned person 

stargazer, predicting the passing of both of the couple later their marriage of four years. Maya is especially fixated 

on the expressions of the soothsayer. Be that as it may, her dad supported her and requested that she disregard the 

expressions of the crystal gazer. He called it to be phony and futile. Maya likewise submitted to her dad's words. 

However, toward the finish of four years of her marriage, she is spooky by the stargazer words. She is confounded 

and doesn't know whom of them, regardless of whether she or her better half will bite the dust? Maya was broken 

consistently thus she feels hard to move further. 

 

Maya's estrangement isn't a result of absence of adoration from her better half yet additionally due to a lot of 

affection for her significant other. She is defenseless thus she expects somebody to secure her and give relief to her. 

Because of estrangement she expresses this, 

 

"There was not me of my companions who could go about as an Anchor any more, and to whomever I turned for 

Consolation, deceived me presently "(Cry, The Peacock ) 

 

It drives her to mental confusion and turns into a hypochondriac lady. Maya is constantly upset by the lethal bad 

dreams of bombastic fears conjuring by her imperfect nature. Her anxiety and trip of extravagant helps her to 

remember her demise at each snapshot of her life. Maya is torn between her affection forever and her dread for 

death. Abruptly one day Gautama is tragically killed by Maya. Furthermore that culpability made Maya to end it all. 

At long last she hopped from her room gallery and bites the dust toward the end. 

End: 

 

In this novel, Anita Desai shows the assumptions, reality and the sufferings of Maya which each female experience. 

Desai portrays Maya as a sad lady who lives on an acquired good faith before marriage. Anyway later her marriage 

she appears to have lost herself and character. Instead of a noble soul, she finds in Gautama an image of hard 

insight who neither comfort her nor motivate her. 
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