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ABSTRACT 

 

The iforce iof iIndia iconsists iof ithree iprofessional iuniformed iservices: ithe iIndian iArmy, iIndian iNavy, 

iand iIndian iAir iForce. iAlso, ithe iIndian iArmed iForces iare iupheld iby ithe iIndian iCoast iGuard iand 

iparamilitary iassociations i(AssamiRifles, iand Special iFrontieriForce) iand idifferent ibetween iadministration 

idirections iand iestablishments, ifor iexample, ithe iStrategic iForces iCommand, ithe iAndaman iand iNicobar 

iCommand iand ithe iIntegrated iDefense iStaff. iThe iPresident iof iIndia iis ithe iSupreme iCommander iof ithe 

iIndian iArmed iForces. iThe iIndian iArmed iForces iare iunder ithe iadministration iof ithe iMinistry iof 

iDefense i(MoD) iof ithe iGovernment iof iIndia. iWith iquality iof iover i1.4 imillion idynamic istaff, iit iis ithe 

iworld's isecond-biggest imilitary ipower iand ihas ithe iworld's ibiggest ivolunteer iarmed iforce. iIt ihas 

ilikewise ithe ifourth-biggest iguard ispending iplan ion ithe iplanet. 

 

Keywords: idefense, iparamilitary iforces, iarmy, ihome iaffairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 
It iis iimportant ito inote ithat ithe iCentral iArmed iPolice iForces, iwhich iare ireferred ito ias i'Paramilitary iForces' 

ibased ion icolonial iperspective, iare inot iarmed iforces. iIn ithat icapacity ithey iare igoing iby iregular icitizen 

iofficials ifrom ithe iIndian iPolice iService iand iare iheavily iinfluenced iby ithe iMinistry iof iHome iAffairs, inot 

ithe iMinistry iof iDefense. iThese iare ifocal ipolice iassociations. i 

 

The iIndian imilitary ihave ibeen ioccupied iwith ivarious isignificant imilitary iactivities, iincluding: ithe iIndo-

Pakistani iwars iof i1947, i1965 iand i1971, ithe iPortuguese-Indian iWar, ithe iSino-Indian iWar, ithe i1967 iChola 

iepisode, ithe i1987 iSino-Indian iengagement, ithe iKargil iWar, iand ithe iSiachen istruggle iamong iothers. iIndia 

irespects iits imilitary iand imilitary istaff iyearly ion iArmed iForces iFlag iDay, i7 iDecember. iSince i1962, ithe iIAF 

ihas ikept iup iclose imilitary irelations iwith iRussia, iincluding iagreeable iadvancement iof iprojects, ifor iexample, 

ithe iFifth iGeneration iFighter iAircraft i(FGFA) iand ithe iMultirole iTransport iAircraft i(MTA). iEquipped iwith 

ithe iatomic itriad,[16] ithe iIndian imilitary iare iconsistently iexperiencing imodernisation,[1] iwith iinterests iin 
iregions, ifor iexample, icutting iedge ifighter iframeworks iand irocket iprotection iframeworks. i 

 

The iDepartment iof iDefense iProduction iof ithe iMinistry iof iDefense iis iliable ifor ithe iindigenous icreation iof 

igear iutilized iby ithe iIndian iArmed iForces. iIt iincludes ithe i41 iIndian iOrdnance iFactories iheavily iinfluenced 

iby ithe iOrdnance iFactories iBoard, iand ieight iDefense iPSUs iin iparticular: iHAL, iBEL, iBEML, iBDL, iMDL, 

iGSL, iGRSE iand iMidhani.[2] iIndia istays ione iof ithe ibiggest imerchant iof iresistance igear iwith iRussia, iIsrael, 

iFrance iand ithe iUnited iStates ibeing ithe itop ioutside iproviders iof imilitary ihardware. iThe iGovernment iof 

iIndia ihas ipropelled ia iMake iin iIndia iactivity ito iindigenise iproducing iand ilessen ireliance ion iimports, 

iincluding ibarrier iimports iand iobtainment. iIndia ihas ione iof ithe ilongest imilitary iaccounts, igoing iback ia ifew 

icenturies. iThe iprimary ireference ito iarmed iforces iis ifound iin ithe iVedas ijust ias ithe istories iRamayana iand 

iMahabaratha. iTraditional iIndian imessages ion ibows iand iarrows ispecifically, iand ihand ito ihand ifighting iwhen 
iall iis isaid iin idone iare iknown ias iDhanurveda. i 
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ARMED FORCES OF INDIA 

 

Indian Army i 

 

The iIndian iArmy iis ia iwillful ihelp, ithe imilitary idraft ihaving inever ibeen iforced iin iIndia. iIt iis ione iof ithe 

ibiggest istanding iarmed iforces i(and ithe ibiggest istanding ivolunteer iarmed iforce) ion ithe iplanet, iwith 
i1,237,117 idynamic isoldiers iand i960,000 isave itroops. iThe ipower iis igoing iby ithe iChief iof iArmy iStaff iof 

ithe iIndian iArmy, iGeneral iManoj iMukund iNaravane. iThe imost inoteworthy iposition iin ithe iIndian iArmy iis 

iField iMarshal, ihowever iit iis ia igenerally istylized iposition iand iarrangements iare imade iby ithe iPresident iof 

iIndia, ion ithe iexhortation iof ithe iUnion iCabinet iof iMinisters, ijust iin iextraordinary iconditions. i(See iField 

iMarshal i(India)). iLate iField iMarshal iS.H.F.J. iManekshaw iand ithe ilate iField iMarshal iKodandera iMadappa 

iCariappa iare ithe imain itwo iofficials iwho ihave iachieved ithis iposition. i 

 

The imilitary ihas irich ibattle iinvolvement iwith iassorted ilandscapes, ibecause iof iIndia's ifluctuated igeology, iand 

ifurthermore ihas ia irecognized ihistory iof iserving iin iUnited iNations ipeacekeeping iactivities. iAt ifirst, ithe 

imilitary's ifundamental igoal iwas ito iguard ithe icountry's iwildernesses. iNonetheless, ithroughout ithe iyears, ithe 

imilitary ihas iadditionally iassumed iup ithe iliability iof igiving iinner isecurity, iparticularly iin iguerilla ihit 

iKashmir iand ithe inorth-east. iThe iIndian iArmy ihas iseen imilitary iactivity iduring ithe iFirst iKashmir iWar, 
iOperation iPolo, ithe iSino-Indian iWar, ithe iSecond iKashmir iWar, ithe iIndo-Pakistani iWar iof i1971, ithe iSri 

iLankan iCivil iWar iand ithe iKargil iWar. iIt ihas icommitted ione iunit iof itroops ito ithe iUN's ibackup icourses iof 

iaction. iThrough iits ienormous, isupported itroop iduties iIndia ihas ibeen icommended ifor ipartaking iin 

itroublesome iactivities ifor idelayed iperiods.[citation ineeded] iThe iIndian iArmy ihas itaken ian iinterest iin ia ifew 

iUN ipeacekeeping itasks iincorporating ithose iin: iCyprus, iLebanon, ithe iDemocratic iRepublic iof ithe iCongo, 

iAngola, iCambodia, iVietnam, iNamibia, iEl iSalvador, iLiberia, iMozambique iand iSomalia. iThe imilitary 

iadditionally igave ia iparamedical iunit ito iencourage ithe iwithdrawal iof ithe idebilitated iand iinjured iin ithe 

iKorean iWar i[3]. 

 

 

 
 

Figure i1: iIndian iArmy's iArjun itank 

 

Doctrine, icorps, ifield iforce 

 

The icurrent icombat idoctrine iof ithe iIndian iArmy idepends ion isuccessfully iusing iholding iarrangements iand 

istrike idevelopments. iOn iaccount iof ian iassault, ithe iholding iarrangements iwould icontain ithe ifoe, iand istrike 

idevelopments iwould icounter-assault ito ikill ifoe ipowers. iOn iaccount iof ian iIndian iassault, ithe iholding 

idevelopments iwould istick ifoe ipowers idown iwhile ithe istrike iarrangements iassault iat ia istate ibased ion iIndia's 
ipersonal ipreference. iThe iIndian iArmy iis isufficiently ihuge ito idedicate ia ifew icorps ito ithe istrike ijob. iThe 

imilitary iis iadditionally itaking ia igander iat iupgrading iits iunique ipowers icapacities. iWith ithe ijob iof iIndia 

iexpanding, iand ithe ineed ito iensure iIndia's iinclinations ion ifar iaway ishores igetting isignificant, ithe iIndian 

iArmy iand iIndian iNavy iare imutually iintending ito iset iup ia imarine ibrigade.[4] i 

 

The iArmy's ifield ipower icontains ithirteen icorps, ithree idefensively icovered idivisions, ifour iReorganized iArmy 

iPlains iInfantry iDivisions i(RAPID), ieighteen iinfantry idivisions iand iten imountain idivisions, ivarious ifree 

idetachments, iand iessential ibattle ibacking iand iadministration ibolster idevelopments iand iunits. iAmong ithe 

ithirteen, ithree iare i"strike" icorps iMathura i(I iCorps), iAmbala i(II iCorps) iand iBhopal i(XXI iCorps). iThe 

iprimary ibattle iand ibattle ibolster iunits iare i62 ireinforced iregiments, iand imore ithan i350 iinfantry ibrigades iand 

i300 ibig iguns iregiments i(counting itwo isurface-to-surface irocket i(SSM) iunits). iAmong isignificant icombat 

ihardware iand igear, ithere iare iabout i4000 iprinciple ifight itanks, i2000 ishielded istaff itransporters, i4300 ibig 
iguns ipieces iand i200 ilight ihelicopters i[5]. 
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Figure i2: iIndian iArmy iPinaka imulti ibarrel irocket ilauncher 

 

 

Indian iNavy 

 

The iIndian iNavy iis ithe inaval ibranch iof ithe iIndian iarmed iforces. iWith i58,350 ipeople, iincluding i7,000 iwork 

iforce iof ithe iIndian iNaval iAir iArm, i1,200 iMarine iCommandos i(MARCOS) iand i1,000 istaff iof ithe iSagar 
iPrahari iBal. iThe iIndian iNavy iis ione iof ithe iworld's ibiggest imaritime ipowers iand itries ito iform iinto ia iblue 

iwater inaval iforce. iThe iIndian iNavy ihas ian ienormous ioperational iarmada icomprising iof i2 iplane icarrying 

iwarships, i1 iland iand/or iwater icapable ivehicle idock, i9 iLanding itransport itanks, i10 idestroyers, i14 ifrigates, i1 

iatomic ifueled iassault isubmarine, i14 iordinarily icontrolled iassault isubmarines, i24 icorvettes, i6 imine 

icountermeasure ivessels, i25 iwatch ivessels, i4 iarmada itankers iand idifferent ihelper ivessels i[6]. i 

 

Ships i 

 

The iIndian inaval iforce iworks ione iplane icarrying iwarship, iINS iVikramaditya, ian ialtered iKiev-class itransport. 

iThe inaval iforce ilikewise iworks ithree iDelhi-class iand ifive iRajput-class iguided-rocket idestroyers. iThe iDelhi 

iand iRajput-class idestroyers iwill ibe isupplanted isoon iby ithe icutting iedge iKolkata iclass i(Project i15A 
idestroyers). iNotwithstanding idestroyers, ithe inaval iforce iworks ia ifew iclasses iof ifrigates, ifor iexample, ithree 

iShivalik i(Project i16 iclass) iand isix iTalwar-class ifrigates. iSeven iextra iShivalik-class ifrigates i(Project i17A-

class ifrigates) iare ion ihand. iThe imore iseasoned iBrahmaputra-class iand iGodavari-class ifrigates iwill ibe 

isupplanted ideliberately iindividually ias ithe inew iclasses iof ifrigates iare ibrought iinto iadministration ithroughout 

ithe ifollowing idecade. iLittler ilittoral izone isoldiers iin iadministration iare ias icorvettes, iof iwhich, ithe iIndian 

iNavy iworks ithe iKamorta, iKora, iKhukri, iVeer iand iAbhay iclasses. iRenewal itankers, ifor iexample, ithe iJyoti-

class itanker, ithe iAditya iclass iand ithe inew iDeepak-class iarmada itankers ihelp iimprove ithe inaval iforce's 

iperseverance iadrift. iThese itankers iwill ibe ithe ibackbone iof ithe irenewal iarmada iuntil ithe imain iportion iof ithe 

i21st icentury i[7]. 

 

 
 

Figure i3: iIndian iNavy iships iin itransit iled iby iaircraft icarrier iINS iVikramaditya 

 

Submarines 

 

The iIndian iNavy ioperates ia isizeable ifleet iof iSindhughosh i(Russian iKilo-class idesign) iand iShishumar 

i(German iType i209/1500 idesign)-class isubmarines. iA inuclear-powered iattack isubmarine iINS iChakra ihas ibeen 

ileased ifrom iRussia. iIndia ihas istarted iconstruction iof isix iScorpène-class isubmarines iat iMazagon iDockyards 

iLimited i(MDL), iin iMumbai iunder itechnology itransfer ifrom iFrench ifirm iDCNS. iThe inew isubmarines iwill 

ifeature iair-independent ipropulsion iand iare iexpected ito istart ijoining ithe inavy iduring ithe isecond ihalf iof 

i2016. iDesigned ifor icoastal idefence iagainst iunder-water ithreats, ithe i1,750-tonne isubmarine-submarine-killer 

i(SSK) iScorpène iis i67 imetres i(220 ift) iin ilength iand ican idive ito ia idepth iof i300 imetres i(980 ift). iAccording 

ito iFrench inaval iofficials, ithe isubmarine ican istay iat isea ifor i45 idays iwith ia icrew iof i31. iThe istandard 

iversion ihas isix itorpedo itubes iand ianti-shipping imissile ilaunchers. iAnother iambitious iproject iin ithis iregard iis 
ithe inuclear-powered iballistic imissile isubmarine imanufacture iprogramme i– iArihant iclass i[8]. 
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Figure i4: iINS iChakra iis iIndia's inuclear-powered iattack isubmarine. 

 

 

Indian iAir iForce 

 

The iIndian iAir iForce iis ithe iair iarm iof ithe iIndian iarmed iforces. iIts iessential iduty iis ito imake isure iabout 

iIndian iairspace iand ito ilead iethereal ifighting iduring ia icontention. iIt iwas iformally isettled ion i8 iOctober i1932 

ias ian iassistant iaviation ibased iarmed iforces iof ithe iBritish iRaj iand ithe iprefix iRoyal iwas iincluded i1945 iin 

iacknowledgment iof iits iadministrations iduring iWorld iWar iII. iAfter iIndia iaccomplished ifreedom ifrom ithe 

iUnited iKingdom iin i1947, ithe iRoyal iIndian iAir iForce iserved ithe iDominion iof iIndia, iwith ithe iprefix ibeing 
idropped iwhen iIndia iturned iinto ia irepublic iin i1950. iThe iIndian iAir iForce iassumes ia isignificant ijob iin 

imaking isure iabout iIndian iairspace iand ifurthermore iin iIndia's icapacity iprojection iin iSouth iAsia iand iIndian 

iOcean. iThusly, imodernizing iand igrowing ithe iIndian iAir iForce iis ia itop ineed ifor ithe iIndian igovernment. 

iThroughout ithe iyears, ithe iIAF ihas ideveloped ifrom ia istrategic ipower ito ione iwith itransoceanic ireach. iThe 

ikey ireach irises iup iout iof ienlistment iof iForce iMultipliers ilike iFlight iRefueling iAircraft i(FRA), iUnmanned 

iAerial iVehicle i(UAV) iand idependable ikey ilift iabilities i[9]. i 

 

Aircrafts 

 

Truly, ithe iIAF ihas ifor ithe imost ipart idepended ion iSoviet, iBritish, iIsraeli iand iFrench imilitary iart iand 

iinnovation ito ihelp iits idevelopment. iIAF's iessential iair iprevalence icontender iwith ithe iextra icapacity iover 
ilead iair-ground i(strike) imissions iis iSukhoi iSu-30MKI. iThe iIAF ihave iput iin ia irequest ifor ian iaggregate iof 

i272 iSu-30MKIs iof iwhich i205 iare iin iadministration ias iof iMay i2015.[citation ineeded] iThe iMikoyan iMiG-29 

iis ia icommitted iair ipredominance iwarrior, iand iestablishes ia isecond iline iof iprotection iafter ithe iSukhoi iSu-

30MKI. iAt ipresent, i66 iMiG-29s iare iin iadministration, iwhich iare iall ibeing imoved iup ito ithe iMiG-29UPG 

istandard. iThe iDassault iMirage i2000 iis ithe iessential imultirole iwarrior iin iadministration iand ithe iIAF iworks 

i49 iMirage i2000Hs iwhich iare ibeing imoved iup ito ithe iMirage i2000-5 iMK2 istandard. iAs ia imajor iaspect iof 

ithe ioverhaul, ithe iairplane iwill ilikewise ibe ioutfitted iwith iMBDA's iMICA igroup iof imedium-run imissiles.[10] 

iTo igive ithe iIAF iwarriors ian iedge iin ihostile ito itransport iand iland iassault ijobs, ia ilittler iform iof iBrahMos 

irocket iis ibeing icreated ito ibe iincorporated iin iSukhoi iSu-30MKI iand iis irelied iupon ito ibe iconveyed ito iIAF 

iby i2015. 

 

 
 

Figure i5: iIndia's iSukhoi iSu-30MKI 
 

Indian iCoast iGuard 

 

The iIndian iCoast iGuard i(ICG) iprotects iIndia's imaritime iinterests iand ienforces imaritime ilaw, iwith ijurisdiction 

iover ithe iterritorial iwaters iof iIndia, iincluding iits icontiguous izone iand iexclusive ieconomic izone. iThe iIndian 

iCoast iGuard iwas iformally iestablished ion i18 iAugust i1978 iby ithe iCoast iGuard iAct, i1978 iof ithe iParliament 
iof iIndia ias ian iindependent iArmed iforce iof iIndia. iIt ioperates iunder ithe iMinistry iof iDefence.[11] 
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Figure i6: iIndian iCoast iGuard i(ICG) ihelicopter itakes ia isurvivor ito ian iICG iship i 

 

 

PARAMILITARY iFORCES iOF iINDIA 

 

Assam iRifles 

 

The iAssam iRifles itrace itheir ilineage ito ia iparamilitary ipolice iforce ithat iwas iformed iunder ithe iBritish iin 

i1835 icalled iCachar iLevy. iSince ithen ithe iAssam iRifles ihave iundergone ia inumber iof iname ichanges ibefore 

ithe iname iAssam iRifles iwas ifinally iadopted iin i1917.[13] iOver ithe icourse iof iits ihistory, ithe iAssam iRifles, 

iand iits ipredecessor iunits, ihave iserved iin ia inumber iof iroles, iconflicts iand itheatres iincluding iWorld iWar iI 
iwhere ithey iserved iin iEurope iand ithe iMiddle iEast, iand iWorld iWar iII iwhere ithey iserved imainly iin iBurma. 

iIn ithe ipost-World iWar iII iperiod, ithe iAssam iRifles ihave iexpanded igreatly ias ihas itheir irole. iThere iare 

icurrently i46 ibattalions i[14] iof iAssam iRifles iunder ithe icontrol iof ithe iIndian iMinistry iof iHome iAffairs 

i(MHA). iThey iperform imany iroles iincluding: ithe iprovision iof iinternal isecurity iunder ithe icontrol iof ithe iarmy 

ithrough ithe iconduct iof icounter iinsurgency iand iborder isecurity ioperations, iprovision iof iaid ito ithe icivil 

ipower iin itimes iof iemergency, iand ithe iprovision iof icommunications, imedical iassistance iand ieducation iin 

iremote iareas.[15] iIn itimes iof iwar ithey ican ialso ibe iused ias ia icombat iforce ito isecure irear iareas iif ineeded. 

 

Special iFrontier iForce 

 

The iSpecial iFrontier iForce i(SFF) iis iIndia's iparamilitary iunit. iIt iwas iinitially iconceived iin ithe ipost iSino-
Indian iwar iperiod ias ia iguerrilla iforce icomposed imainly iof iTibetan irefugees iwhose imain igoal iwas ito 

iconduct icovert ioperations ibehind iChinese ilines iin icase iof ianother iwar ibetween ithe iPeople's iRepublic iof 

iChina iand iIndia. iLater, iits icomposition iand iroles iwere iexpanded i[14]. Based iin iChakrata, iUttarakhand, iSFF 

iis ialso iknown ias ithe iEstablishment i22. iThe iforce iis iunder ithe idirect isupervision iof ithe iResearch iand 

iAnalysis iWing, iIndia's iexternal iintelligence iagency. 

 

Central iArmed iPolice iForces 

 

The ifollowing iare ithe ifive ipolice iforces itermed ias iCentral iArmed iPolice iForces i(CAPFs) iaccording ito ithe 

inomenclature iadopted ifrom ithe iyear i2011. 

 

Central iReserve iPolice iForce 

 

Central iReserve iPolice iForce i(CRPF) iis ithe ilargest iof ithe iCAPFs iwith i325,000 ipersonnel iin i246 

ibattalions.[15] iThe iCRPF iincludes ithe iRapid iAction iForce i(RAF), ia i15 ibattalion ianti-riot iforce itrained ito 

irespond ito isectarian iviolence, iand ithe iCommando iBattalion ifor iResolute iAction i(COBRA), ia i10 ibattalion 

istrong ianti-Naxalite iforce. 

 

Border iSecurity iForce 

 

The iprimary irole iof ithe iBorder iSecurity iForce i(BSF) iis ito iguard ithe iland iborders iof ithe icountry, iexcept 

ithe imountains. iThe isanctioned istrength iis i257,363 ipersonnel iin i186 ibattalions, iand iis iheaded iby ian iIndian 

iPolice iService iOfficer. 

 

Indo-Tibetan iBorder iPolice 

 

The iIndo-Tibetan iBorder iPolice i(ITBP) iis ideployed ifor iguard iduties ion ithe iborder iwith iChina ifrom 

iKarakoram iPass iin iLadakh ito iDiphu iLa iin iArunachal iPradesh icovering ia itotal idistance iof i2,488 ikilometres 

i(1,546 imi). iIt ihas i90,000 ipersonnel iin i60 ibattalions i[15]. 
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Sashastra iSeema iBal 

 

The iobjective iof ithe iSashastra iSeema iBal i(SSB) iis ito iguard ithe iIndo-Nepal iand iIndo-Bhutan iBorders. iAs iof 

i2016, iit ihas i94,261 iactive ipersonnel iin i73 ibattalions iand ia istrength iof i98,965 iis isanctioned. 

 

Central iIndustrial iSecurity iForce 
 

One iof ithe ilargest iindustrial isecurity iforces iin ithe iworld, ithe iCentral iIndustrial iSecurity iForce i(CISF) 

iprovides isecurity ito ivarious ipublic isector icompanies i(PSUs) iand iother icritical iinfrastructure iinstallations 

iacross ithe icountry, isuch ias iairports. iIt ihas ia itotal istrength iof iabout i144,418 ipersonnel iin i132 ibattalions 

i[16]. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

The iGovernment iof iIndia iis iresponsible ifor iensuring ithe idefence iof iIndia iand ievery ipart ithereof. iThe 

iSupreme iCommand iof ithe iIndian iArmed iForces ivests iin ithe iPresident. iThe iresponsibility ifor inational 

idefence irests iwith ithe iCabinet. iThis iis idischarged ithrough ithe iMinistry iof iDefence, iwhich iprovides ithe 
ipolicy iframework iand iwherewithal ito ithe iArmed iForces ito idischarge itheir iresponsibilities iin ithe icontext iof 

ithe idefence iof ithe icountry.  
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